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MOLE VALLEY FACTS 

AUTUMN 2014 

ACTION IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Your elected Conservative 
councillors have been busy 
again, taking action on behalf of 
our local communities. 
 
District Councillor for Leith Hill, 
David Mir, explained 
“Sometimes issues come up 
that I can see will take more 
time to get fixed through the 
council channels than would 
take us to resolve ourselves on 
behalf of our community and it’s 
better value all round too. So 
when my council colleague 
James Friend, found the Surrey Hills Wotton sign abandoned in 
Westcott, we decided to put it back up ourselves. Job done! 
 
James added, “It can be quite depressing to find that some people have 
time to vandalise our local environment, such as removing the Wotton 
sign, but that only a few can make time to help maintain our local     

community facilities such as 
the Westcott Hut, home to Little 
Doves Nursery and many other   
community organisations.       
However, I know that many 
people do volunteer in our      
communities and it is hugely 
appreciated by us all.” 
 
If you have some spare time to 
offer to our local community 
organisations, please let David 
or James know as they often 
have requests for help that can 
be shared amongst us all. 

James Friend clearing the garden at 
Westcott Hut 

David Mir & James Friend get to work putting 
the Wotton sign back where it belongs 

Conservative Councillor for Westcott, James Friend, has challenged 
Mole Valley District Council to prioritise its services and resources 
based on the latest known facts about our area. 
 

James said “Within our extensive greenbelt, nationally recognised and 
historically important landscape, the facts and figures for Mole Valley 
tell a clear story. I have encouraged the council to work with other 
agencies to address our local needs. For example, prioritising our 
parks’ investments towards areas with the greatest levels of childhood 
obesity and organising a Surrey wide event to raise the profile of what 
can be done to prevent and address that issue. 
 

“The council is investing in schemes to help people to live                
independently for longer and striving hard to identify and facilitate the 
delivery of more affordable housing where local communities tell us 
they want development.” 

FACT BOX 
• Our population has increased by 6% since 2001, about 1% slower 

than Surrey as a whole and 2% slower than the England average 
• Although we are doing better for coping with cancer and heart    

disease, by Year 6 10% of children are officially obese and we 
have significantly worse than national average road injuries and 
deaths and incidence of skin cancer 

• 15% of people in Mole Valley have day to day activities limited by 
long term illness or disability and our district has the highest      
proportion in Surrey of unpaid carers providing 1 to 19 hours of 
care a week 

• Nearly a third of all households have just one person living in them 
 Mole Valley has the highest proportion of 16-17 year olds in Surrey 

and the lowest proportion of young people not in education,       
employment or training 

• House prices are around 75% more expensive than the England 
average and with unemployment at just over half the average for 
England, Mole Valley sees a net 4,000 people commute into the 
district daily for work 

• There are 28 conservation areas and 1,000 listed buildings 

 

Our long-term economic plan for the past four years 
has been about saving our country from Labour’s 
economic ruin. Our plan for the next five years is about 
you and your family, and helping you get on. That’s 
what our plan means for you 

 Access to a GP seven days a week by 2020 

 Support for thousands of GPs to stay open for longer 

 A named GP for everyone 

 No deficit by 2018 with savings not tax rises 

 National Citizen Service places for all teenagers 

 Benefits capped linked to average wages 

 English Votes for English Laws 

 An in - out referendum on Europe 
You can’t fund the NHS without a healthy, growing 
economy and all this is only possible because we’re 
taking the difficult decisions to reduce the deficit and 
build a stronger, healthier economy for the long term. 

OUR PROMISE TO HELP YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

 No state pension means test 

 3 million more apprenticeships 

 Scrap zero hours contracts 

 Increase the tax-free personal allowance from £10,000 to £12,500 

 Increase the level at which people start paying the 40p rate from £41,900 to £50,000 

 Lowest Corporation Tax Rate across the world’s 20 largest countries, encouraging more jobs 



YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVES — A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

LISTENING TO YOU 

How we use your information The data you provide will be retained by the Conservative Party and Mole Valley Conservative Association / Sir Paul Beresford (“the data holders”) in accordance with the 

provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 and related legislation. By providing your data to us, you are consenting to the data holders making contact with you in the future by telephone, text or other means, 

even though you may be registered with the Telephone Preference Service. Your data will not be sold or given to anyone not connected to the Conservative Party. If you do not want the information you give to 

us to be used in this way, or for us to contact you, please indicate by ticking the relevant boxes: Post  Email  SMS  Phone   
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Please return to: 
Leith Hill & Westcott Conservatives, 

212 Barnett Wood Lane, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 9BS 

  Display a poster at election time  

 Deliver leaflets    

 Help with campaigning  

 Attend social events  

 Join the local Party 

 Make a donation 

 Stand for Council 

HOW CAN YOU HELP US? 

Let us know if you have any issues of concern: 

Email 

Home / Mobile No 

Address 

Name 

Please give us your contact details so we can keep in touch with you 
about the issues you have raised: 

 HOW CAN WE HELP YOU? 

Conservative Councillors have a strong track record of listening to the people of Mole Valley 
when campaigning on issues and making decisions that have a long term impact on our local 
communities. 
 
David Mir, Councillor for Leith Hill explained “Like my Conservative colleagues on Mole Valley 
District Council, I know that I was elected to conserve and to serve my fellow local residents.” 
 
“Our current campaigns”, David added, “include a number of topics on which I’d welcome your 
views: 
 Minimising aircraft noise and the impact of expansion at Gatwick, standing up in    

opposition to a second runway 
 Improving communication links to our rural communities, whether it is championing Surrey 

Superfast Broadband or protecting our once daily postal deliveries 
 Making sure that residents are well informed about planning applications and other changes 

that are proposed near their homes” 
 
You can e-mail or call David on the contact details below to let him know how these areas     
impact your life and what you think needs to be done about them. 

mvca@btconnect.com 

 

YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVE TEAM 

james@10rookery.com 

 @friend_james 

dave@mir-tech.co.uk 

SETTING THE 

AGENDA AT 

MOLE VALLEY 
Local Conservative councillors do not have the 
leadership of the district council or a majority 
vote in council decision making. This has not 
stopped them setting the agenda on key local 
issues in recent months. 
 
Conservative Group Leader, Councillor James 
Friend, explained “We are fighting hard at 
Pippbrook for the things that residents tell us 
matter most to them: 
 We have led the way in stopping the 

bulldozers knocking down the council 
offices 

 We have stood up and fought for parish 
councils and residents’ associations to 
keep their right to call in the decisions of 
planning officers 

 We have challenged the council to more 
widely publicise planning applications 

 We have pushed the council housing team 
to minimise the time homeless families 
have to live in bed and breakfast 
accommodation.” 

 
James added “Without a majority at Pippbrook, 
getting our common sense, low tax message 
across in council decisions takes much time 
and effort and there is still much more to do. 
 
Recently, I was delighted to hear Conservative 
Parliamentary Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, Eric 
Pickles MP, reiterate that greenbelt land is an 
accepted environmental constraint and that 
local plans should not be constructed around 
building on the greenbelt. 
 
All residents need to know that it is the 
Conservatives leading the fight to make sure 
that no land is released from the protection of 
greenbelt status without clear support from 
the local community and the special 
circumstances required.” 

NEW CYCLING STRATEGY HITS 

THE ROAD 
David Mir has been chairing the Mole Valley District Council working group to address the very 
local issues our communities experience with the growing level of cycling. 
 
David explained “We have identified a series of actions and deadlines to implement eight 
different priorities within the new strategy: 
1. Ensure cycle training is widely available across all of Mole Valley 
2. Encourage the take-up of cycling as a means of sustainable transport 
3. Enhance the visibility of, and promote, existing 

cycling information 
4. Encourage positive relationships between all 

road, bridleway, shared path and trail users 
5. Promote and encourage cycling as part of a 

healthy lifestyle 
6. Reduce any adverse impacts of sport cycling 

on our communities, including businesses 
7. Seek to design and build infrastructure that 

best suits the needs of residents in Mole Valley 
8. Work with relevant organisations to maintain 

and improve cycle routes 
 
Together, the actions within the plan, including 
working with local cycling organisations, Surrey 
and schools, will help us to reach a balance 
between drivers, walkers, riders and cyclists in the 
safe use of our roads and bridleways.” 

 

James Friend and Department of 
Health Parliamentary Under Secretary 

of State Jane Ellison MP talk about 
the impact of cycling, air quality and 

encouraging healthy lifestyles 


